
18.22.155 Accessory Dwelling Units 

The Following provisions apply to accessory dwelling units: 

A. Permitted as a second dwelling added to, created within, or detached from the principal residence;  

B. Not less than 300 nor more than 800 1000 gross square feet in size;  

C.  May be established in either an existing or new residence; 

D. Limit of one ADU per legally established lot; 

E. Must be served by City water and sewage services, where available; 

F. The total lot coverage requirement of the applicable zone may be exceeded by up to 15% if necessary 

to accommodate an ADU; 

G. One off-street parking space is required in addition to the spaces required for the principal or other 

approved uses on the property; 

H.  If the ADU is included within or attached to the principal residence, only one entrance is allowed on 

the front of the principal residence unless more than one entrance on a front or street side existed as of 

March 1, 1995; additional entrances shall be on the sides or rear of the residence; 

I. An ADU and a home occupation are allowed on the same lot when the home occupation is of a type 

that does not: generate significant additional traffic, conduct retail sales, or employ persons who do not 

reside in the principal building; 

J. Subject to administrative zoning compliance review and building permitting (if applicable) and the 

owner recording a covenant with Island County acknowledging that he/she/they have read and 

understand the provisions of this code section. In the case where a home occupation is already 

established on the property and such home occupation is characterized by the conditions set forth in 

Section 18.22.060 of this Code, a conditional use permit shall be required to establish an ADU on the 

same property. (Ord. 696, 1995) 

 

18.07.060 Maximum height (and other zones) 

B. The maximum height for accessory structures is fifteen feet. On lots one-half acre or larger in size, the 

height may be increased up to the height of the principal building, provided that, there shall be one foot 

of additional yard setback for each added foot of additional height above fifteen feet.  

C. The height of accessory structures that include an accessory dwelling unit or guest house may be built 

to a height of fifteen (15)twenty-two (22’) feet or eighty per cent (80%) of the height of the principal 

structure, whichever is greater. (Ord. 617, 1992; Ord. 527, 1989, Ord. 699, 1995)(Ord. 820, 2002) 



D.  The following setback requirements shall apply: 

1.  Along the front yard a setback of one foot from the front façade of the principal structure for 

every foot of height above fifteen (15’) is required.   

2.  In addition to #1 above, a setback of one foot from the front façade of the principal structure 

for every foot of height above the principal structure is also required or the height of the 

principal structure, whichever is less.   

3.  The setback requirements above shall not apply on lots over one-half acre.  The standard 

height and setback requirements for accessory structures in each zoning district shall apply on 

lots over one-half acre.  

4.  For all detached accessory dwelling units, only the standard setbacks for the zoning district 

shall apply if the distance between the accessory dwelling unit and the principal structure is a 

minimum of twice the sideyard setback in the underlying zoning district.  All detached accessory 

dwelling unit shall be no closer to the street than the principal structure. 
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